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Abstract

The optimal training of the highly specialized congenital heart surgeon is a long and complex process,
which is a significant challenge in most parts of the world. The World Society for Pediatric and
Congenital Heart Surgery (WSPCHS) has established the Global Council on Education for Congenital
Heart Surgery as a nonprofit organization with the goal of assessing current training and certification
and ultimately establishing standardized criteria for the training, evaluation, and certification of
congenital heart surgeons around the world. The Global Council and the WSPCHS have reviewed the
present status of training and certification for congenital cardiac surgery around the world. There is
currently lack of consensus and standardized criteria for training in congenital heart surgery, with
significant disparity between continents and countries. This represents significant obstacles to
international job mobility of competent congenital heart surgeons and to the efforts to improve the
quality of care for patients with Congenital Heart Disease worldwide. The purpose of this article is to
summarize and document the present state of training and certification in congenital heart surgery
around the world.

Keywords: certification congenital heart surgery; congenital heart surgery; education; training
congenital heart surgery.
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